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By Numbers - Introduction to Watercolour Pencils 

 Warning! Not suitable for children under 36 months, danger of suffocation if small parts are swallowed, risk of injury by sharp-edged and pointed items. 
Retain address and instructions for future reference! 

 

Instructions 

 

Contents: 2 printed boards, 8 watercolour pencils, 1 numbered sheet and full instructions. 
 

STEP 1 – Practice 
Before commencing your finished pieces, it is advisable to have a go on a practice sheet. Firstly it is important to 

understand how watercolour pencils work.  

Watercolour Pencils can be used exactly the same way as normal coloured pencils, or they can be activated with 

water to create an authentic watercolour effect. Strength of a colour is determined by how much pressure is 

applied to the pencil and the number of layers drawn.  

Pencils are mixed by overlaying one colour on top of another until the desired effect is achieved. For example, 

you may wish to create orange by sketching in red first, and then adding yellow on top. 

 

To practice your control: 

• Try sketching a small, very pale area of flat, even colour.  

• Then try a slightly stronger shade of your chosen colour, so that there is a clear  

   difference from the first one.  

• Repeat the exercise with a stronger tone, followed by a full-strength one. 

• Now try sketching another flat area of shading, but this time, gently overlay another colour to  

   part of it, to see how a second colour alters the first. 

• Finally, dip your brush in clean water, making sure it’s not so wet that it drips, and gently stroke it 

   over the pencil areas. You should use light brush strokes, and avoid scrubbing at the colour.  

   The pencil will then instantly transform into an authentic watercolour wash! 
 

 TIP -   

 • It is always preferable to build up a strong colour gradually, rather than applying a lot of  

    pressure to the pencil and trying to achieve the result in one go. 

You are now ready to tackle your first finished picture. 
 

STEP 2 - Completing your picture  

• Choose which picture you want to begin with. Place the pre-printed card in front of you, and  

   arrange the finished illustration on the pack and your numbered sheet so that you can see  

   them both clearly.  

• You will notice that each segment has a number, or possibly a fraction. Fractions indicate where  

   two pencils have been overlaid to create a new colour.  

• Select an area, choose the corresponding pencil by referring to the back of pack, and begin to  

   neatly shade all the areas of your picture that have the same number.  

• When all the light areas of the first colour are completed, move on to the next darkest segments, 

   and so on, until all the similarly numbered segments are completed. Then change to another  

   colour and repeat the process, working methodically from light to dark each time. 

 

 TIPS -   

 • You will have noticed that, regardless of the strength of your chosen colour, every segment 

    will have the same number. Using the technique you have learnt on the practice sheet,  

     sketch in all the lightest areas of that colour first, using the pack illustration as your guide. 

 • It is important to not make your colour too dark. It is very easy to darken a tone, but  

    impossible to lighten it. 
 

STEP 3 - Activating your picture with water 

When you have completed the drawing, use your clean, wet brush to activate the areas. Paint lightly and neatly 

to the perimeter of each segment. 

 

STEP 4   

Finally, study our artist’s illustration and add your own finishing touches using either the wet or dry technique 

to suit. Congratulations! You have now completed your first  picture. We hope you not only enjoyed it, but learnt 

a little about watercolour pencil technique too! 


